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is to learn their profession ourselves, understand the science of it
and explain it to them.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 20-10-1921

141.   LETTER TO "THE BOMBAY CHRONICLE"

SABARMATI,
October 21, 1921

I have received the ruling and the statement of the President
of the All-India Congress Committee and have read the statement
thereon issued by Pandit Motilal Nehru. In my humble opinion
the President's position is wholly untenable. It is for the All-India
Committee to pronounce the final judgment on the President's
ruling. But it will be against all constitutional usage to override
the resolution of the Working Committee to convene a meeting of
the All-India Congress Committee for the 4th November. I en-
tirely endorse the position taken up by Pandit Motilal Nehru and
hope that every member of the All-India Congress Committee will
attend the meeting at Delhi on the 4th November. At the same
time I recognize that the President feels conscientiously that the
Working Committee has gone wrong in not disturbing the elections
in Madras and Bengal. But it was equally a matter of conscience
for the Working Committee not to disturb them. The All-India
Congress Committee alone can be the final arbiter.

The Bombay Chronicle, 24-10-1921

142.   OPTIMISM
Optimism indicates faith; only an atheist can be a pessimist.
The optimist lives in fear of God, listens with humility to the inner
voice, obeys its promptings and believes that God ordains every-
thing for the best.
The pessimist vainly thinks that it is he who does everything.
When he fails in some undertaking, he leaves himself out and
blames others; indulges in vain prating about not being sure whether
God exists and, finally, concluding that this world is worthless and
he alone good, but that his merit is not recognized, puts an end to
his life. If he does not do that, he merely endures an existence
which is little better than death.